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Federal Spending and the Economy

Budget and Spending 
We need to restore fiscal responsibility in Washington, D.C. The independent Congressional Budget Office has noted several times that our federal spending is unsustainable. I take this issue very seriously as your Representative fight to rein in spending, prioritize funding for our military and veterans, and eliminate waste, fraud, and abuse.


Congress must take responsibility for its fiscal policy decisions. Too often, meaningful reforms addressing our government’s spending are pushed to the back burner. I am working to change that. Rising debt hurts our economy. I want fiscally responsible budgets that get the government out of the way of businesses, families, and economic growth. If families across our state must balance their budgets, the federal government should too. We must care for future generations by practicing fiscal restraint today. I am committed to responsible budget reforms that support all Americans and help the country move toward fiscal responsibility. Americans are dealing with rampant inflation that raises costs at the grocery store and the gas pump. Out of control spending does nothing to help alleviate the pain Americans are feeling each month. 
The Debit Limit and Budget Agreement
The Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023 
Speaker McCarthy led negotiations that secured many Republican wins. Temporary Aid for Needy Families and associated food stamps programs now have expanded work requirements that encourage people to get back on their feet while protecting Veterans, homeless individuals, and young adults aging out of foster care. 
Republicans also securedaccelerated permitting for energy projects, which was a priority for the Republican Majority. 
The budget for the Defense Department increases to $886 billion next year and $895 billion in 2025. These funds keep our military strong and secure our armed forces’ ability to protect America. 
According to the Congressional Budget Office, taxpayers will save an estimated $2.1 trillion over the original projected spending.
This legislation requires Congress to pass all twelve appropriations spending bills or spending caps will be instituted in January 2024. This deadline and requirement are crucial to keeping lawmakers on task and accountable.
The bill:
	Shuts down Biden’s COVID slush funds
	Blocks all of his $5 trillion in new tax proposals
	Ends the out-of-control spending that is driving up the cost of living
	Eliminates $1.4 billion that would be wasted on hiring Biden’s new army of IRS agents
	Enacts the most consequential work requirements for welfare recipients in a generation. 

 
Jobs and the Economy
The best way to help the prosperity of American families and businesses is to allow them to keep more of their income and revenue. To give power back to the people, Congress should support across-the-board tax cuts. These cuts should be broad-based so that Washington isn't picking the winners and losers, and they must be permanent so businesses can actually plan and invest.
The Biden administration and Congress should act to remove the regulatory barriers to energy production and should streamline the existing permitting process. Increased domestic energy production from all sources (including oil, natural gas, oil shale, nuclear, and renewables such as hydropower) will, without a doubt, lower energy costs, reduce our reliance on foreign energy, and create new jobs.
Increased taxes, new government regulations, and costly government mandates are a significant threat to any employer who is trying to decide whether they can afford to expand. Congress must push back against these regulations and create a vibrant market where businesses and individuals can thrive.
Bidenomics 
The Trump Administration saw the lowest unemployment numbers in 50 years, reaching 3.5% in February of 2020, and consistently showed a strong stock market and low-interest rates. The current administration has stifled economic growth. In a recent poll, only 25 percent of Democrat Americans support President Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) and state that they believe the President is doing a poor job with the economy. This shows that Americans know that the IRA has a higher price tag than originally promised. Inflation remains high, and elevated interest rates keep many Americans from purchasing homes, cars, and other items requiring credit. Even if inflation comes down, those are dollars our fellow citizens will never get back, with wages failing to keep up with cost-of-living increases. 
Ensuring a Strong National Defense
As Representative of Colorado's 5th Congressional District – a district with one of the highest concentrations of veterans in the United States and numerous active military installations– I understand that defending America's security is the highest priority for the federal government. To that end, I am proud to support this budget and debt limit deal. It has robust funding for troop training, equipment, compensation, and improved readiness, and commitments to protect our veterans.
Reforming Government Programs While Improving Accountability
As your Representative, I know that every tax dollar collected by the federal government was taken, not earned, from real people working real jobs in the private sector. That's why it's important for Congress to act as responsible stewards of taxpayer dollars – and that's why at every opportunity, I push for reforms to government programs and improved accountability, generating better outcomes for Americans.
For additional information on the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023: 
https://www.speaker.gov/the-fiscal-responsibility-act-restores-fiscal-sanity/



More on Federal Spending and the Economy 

Congressman Lamborn to USAFA: Stick to Warfighting, Not Wokeism
October 13, 2022 
Press Release

In the letter, Congressman Lamborn states, “Given the complex threats our country faces from China, Russia, and other adversaries, one would expect that USAFA would urgently focus its curriculum on preparing future Airmen and Guardians for the challenges they will confront.”
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Lamborn Cosponsors Legislation that Redirects New IRS Funding for Middle-Class Audits to Border Patrol
September 30, 2022 
Press Release

“Instead of the Biden administration weaponizing the IRS to go after middle class Americans, we should be devoting more resources to the actual danger occurring at our Southern Border,” said Congressman Lamborn. “I was glad to join my colleague, Congresswoman Tenney, in support of this legislation as we need to ensure that our Customs and Border Protection Agents have adequate funding to deal with the unprecedented humanitarian and security crisis created by the Biden Border Crisis.”
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Congressman Lamborn Rejects Democrats' Reckless Spending, Votes NO on Continuing Resolution
September 30, 2022 
Press Release

 “I am incredibly disappointed but not surprised that House Democrats put forth legislation that fails to address the growing concerns of the American people. Democrats cannot continue kicking the can down the road with reckless spending and out-of-touch policies that have catapulted our economy into a recession. The FY2023 Continuing Resolution fails to address our inflation crisis, the supply chain crisis, the border crisis, the needs of our military, and our energy crisis, and that is why I was a NO vote for t
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Celebrating Colorado Springs School District 11's 150th Anniversary
September 29, 2022 
Press Release

MR. LAMBORN: Madam Speaker, I rise today to celebrate Colorado Springs School District 11’s 150th Anniversary. 

Colorado Springs School District 11 was established in 1872, when Mary “Queen” Palmer, the wife of General William Palmer, the founder of Colorado Springs, started a small school at the corner of Cascade and Bijou streets. District 11, the oldest school district in the Pikes Peak region, sits in the heart of downtown Colorado Springs.

In the beginning, District 11 averaged 21 square miles when it was established. Now, the ever-growing district spans roughly 73 square miles across Colorado Springs. District 11 encompasses 4.4 million square feet of facilities, all on 711 acres. The district’s first graduating class in 1879 had five students. The graduating class in 2022 had 1,450 students.
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Cancelling Student Loans Would Stifle Military Recruitment Efforts 
September 16, 2022 
Press Release

“Joe Biden’s highly irresponsible decision to arbitrarily forgive student loan debt takes away an incentive for those contemplating joining our all-volunteer Armed Forces,” said Congressman Doug Lamborn. “Military recruiters are already struggling to achieve lowered recruitment goals with reduced standards. Now, they will have one less incentive to offer those who wish to join our military as the value of GI benefits is reduced. Biden’s tone-deaf approach toward our very serious and dangerous readiness issue is especially concerning given the threats we face and our already diminishing personnel levels.”
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Congressman Lamborn's Statement on President Biden's Unconstitutional Student Loan Forgiveness Plan 
August 25, 2022 
Press Release

“President Biden’s decision to cancel $300 billion in student loans is unconstitutional and will make inflation worse. Instead of curtailing runaway higher education costs and holding those who have taken out student loans accountable, the President is instead turning to the 87% of hard-working Americans who either sacrificed to pay off their loan debt or didn’t take out any student loans in the first place to pay for someone else’s debt. This is grossly unfair. Above all, President Biden’s student loan scam is an illegal use of executive authority and will be subject to legal challenge. 
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Colorado lawmakers react to Biden’s student loan forgiveness 
August 24, 2022 
In The News

By Morgan Whitley, KDVR 8/24/2022

https://kdvr.com/news/local/colorado-lawmakers-react-to-bidens-student-loan-for…
Congressman Doug Lamborn, who represents Colorado’s 5th District, tweeted out his response:

“Biden’s debt cancellation announcement is a reckless political stunt that will make inflation worse. Instead of curtailing runaway higher education costs, hardworking Americans who sacrificed to pay for college or chose skilled trades will now be forced to pay off others’ debt.”
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Democrats Continue to Prioritize Partisan Wish Lists
July 20, 2022 
Press Release

“Sadly, Democrats continue to prioritize their far left initiatives and out-of-control federal spending, with some accounts receiving double-digit and triple-digit percentage increases. This partisan legislation is chock full of New Green Deal-type climate initiatives, funding for abortions, incentives for illegal immigrants, and increasing funding for several overreaching and underachieving government agencies."
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U.S. House of Representatives passes Pentagon package, includes multiple Colorado-focused amendments
July 14, 2022 
In The News

By Caitlyn Kim, CPR News 7/14/2022

https://www.cpr.org/2022/07/14/colorado-congress-delegation-pentagon-package/
With more than 300 votes for the bill, GOP Rep. Doug Lamborn, who serves on the Armed Service committee and is the ranking member of the Strategic Forces subcommittee, said it was “a great showing.”

“The bill is a win for Colorado because we got some good funding to continue a lot of Space Force and other military missions that are very involved in Colorado,” Lamborn said after the vote.
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Congressman Lamborn Now Accepting U.S. Service Academy Applications for the Class of 2027
July 11, 2022 
Press Release

The application deadline is September 23, 2022, and open to students in Colorado’s Fifth Congressional District.  
  
Individuals seeking a nomination to attend the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy may submit requests to every member of the Colorado delegation. 
  
The honor of attending a U.S. Service Academy comes with the obligation and commitment to serve in the military upon graduation.  
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Office Locations
Washington DC Office
2371 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC  20515Phone: (202) 225-4422
Fax: (202) 226-2638

Colorado Springs District Office
1125 Kelly Johnson Blvd. , Suite 330
Colorado Springs, CO  80920Phone: (719) 520-0055
Fax: (719) 520-0840
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